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Homepage You have to check out this terrific tool called Prowler. It helps you when you need 
to find journal articles on a topic but don’t know which databases to use. 

Zoom on Prowler; 
select 

You can access Prowler from the library’s homepage 

Prowler homepage There is a search box and a list of subject categories. 

Zoom Each category searches a pre-selected set of databases 

Zoom on 
environment 

For example, if you were looking for articles on “tidal power”, you should select the 
“environmental studies” category. 

Search box And then type in your keywords, in this case “tidal power”. It is recommended to 
search for the keywords in the title. Then click “Search” 

Searching Prowler then searches through the pre-selected databases and shows how many 
articles match the topic in each database. 

Results Then it displays a combined list of the results in no particular order. 

Scroll results; zoom; 
highlite database 

This article is titled “Generating Power from Tidal Currents” The author, journal 
title, date and pages are listed as well as the database it was found in. 

Zoom on Get it @ dal You can click on “Get it @ Dal” to find out if we have the article. 

SFX screen In this case, we have the article online from 2 different sources. 

Zoom on online You would click on “Go” to access the full-text of the article. 

Article screen First we see an abstract describing the article. 

Zoom on pdf We then click on “pdf” to get the full-text. 

End Title This has been a brief introduction to Prowler. 
 
If you need any other assistance please visit one of our reference desks or get 
online assistance with our LiveHelp service.   
 
You may also want to view some of our other libcasts on doing library research. 
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